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Sugarloaf Historic Preservation Association, DEC Spill Prevention and Response,
and the New York State Police, which caused the dam to shut down
automatically, thus reducing the risk to the region from future catastrophic
events. History Sugarloaf Dam was constructed in 1895 for the North Branch
Reservoir project. Sugarloaf generated the first hydroelectric power in the
Adirondacks, and at the time, it was considered to be the largest hydroelectric
power plant in the world. After the reservoir and hydroelectric plant were closed
in 1979, the dam and power generation equipment were abandoned, and by the
mid 1980s, the dam had begun to slowly collapse from internal settling. The
collapse of the dam was first noticed in the early 1990s by DEC when drinking
water levels began to drop. By the mid 1990s, the dam had completely eroded
away. In 2001, snowmobilers noticed the dam's outer wall had fully collapsed,
and The DEC issued an extreme weather warning due to the impending
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